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CHILD CARD, FUNDING 

852. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and 
Youth: 

I refer to the minister’s admission on 13 May 2003 that she had no idea who would be responsible for funding 
the operation of her proposed child card for all individuals working with children. 

(1) Given that similar schemes in other States are costed at approximately $3 million, has the minister 
ascertained how the project will be funded? 

(2) Given that the minister was also unable to ascertain exactly to whom the scheme would apply, has she 
clarified its application? 

(3) Will the minister inform the House whether the Department for Community Development advised her 
against the introduction of a child card?   

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 
(1)-(3) I thank the member for her question as it allows me to update the House on the work the Government is 

doing with child abuse and, in particular, compulsory criminal screening.  It is interesting that during 
the estimates hearings, the member for Nedlands was quite critical of that project.  Hers is the only 
critical voice.  However, she can live with her conscience, and I will live with mine.  The Department 
for Community Development is undertaking extensive work and consulting with key stakeholders on 
the issue of compulsory criminal checks.  Only this morning, a major workshop was conducted with 
key stakeholders, including the police, non-government agencies and others whose work and activities 
will be impacted by this significant initiative.  This is a good initiative and strategy to deter and 
minimise abuse against children.  Everybody, apart from the member for Nedlands, is very supportive 
of it.  The department is working with agencies to develop the legislation and the administrative support 
that will be required to undertake this work.  If we are to be serious about child abuse, as this 
Government is, we need to undertake consultation to ensure we get things as accurate as possible.  The 
cost of this will be considerable.  When we have worked through the details and the financial and 
bureaucratic implications, I will be very happy to take a comprehensive proposal to Cabinet.  The 
community wants vision from this Government.  It is getting that.  We are comprehensively working 
through strategies to deal with child abuse.  I make it very clear that we will do this thoroughly.  This is 
a significant initiative that is part of a package, and I will deliver to Cabinet details about cost and 
administration.    

I conclude on this note.  The third question by the member for Nedlands was absurd.  My department 
has not advised me against going down this line.    

 


